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RESPONSE 

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 

SIR: 

According to the Office Action dated December 13, 2005, the reply filed on October 
14, 2005 is not fully responsive because the Examiner does not agree that claims 11,12 and 
21 correspond to the elected species of Figure 6. In response, Applicants note that claims 11, 
12 and 21 do indeed correspond to the elected species of Figure 6, as follows: 

1 . The outstanding Office Action indicates that the Examiner "cannot find any support 
in Figure 6 or in Applicants' specification regarding the description of Figure 6 for 'a flow 
rate-changing portion' disposed in either the second or seventh flow passage." Further to 
this, the Examiner has orally stated that the compressor 504 located in the seventh flow 
passage (i.e., the flow passage which leads to an oxidative gas-supplying port of the fuel cell 
and through which the supplied oxidative gas can flow) cannot be the claimed flow rate- 
changing portion because it does not "change the flow rate of the discharged oxygen-off gas" 
as is recited in claims 1 1 and 12. Nonetheless, Applicants respectfully point out that the 
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compressor 504 in the oxidative gas supply flow passage 501 in Figure 6 is indeed a "flow 
rate-changing portion which is disposed in the . . .. seventh flow passage." Additionally, the 
compressor 504 will inherently "change the flow rate of the discharged oxygen-off gas" from 
the fuel cell since the fuel cell is a flow through system whose off gas flow rate is dependent 
upon the flow rate of the supplied gas. Applicants therefore respectfully submit that the 
subject matter of claims 1 1 and 12 clearly corresponds to the elected species. 

2. The Office Action further states that "a diffusion member disposed at an end of the 
exhaust flow passage" as is recited in claim 21 is not disclosed in the elected species. 
However, the Examiner's attention is respectfully directed to lines 19-22 on page 51 of the 
present specification, which describes that the diffusion plate 530 is also disposed at the end 
of the oxygen-off gas exhaust flow passage mentioned in the description of the first 
embodiment and the second embodiment (Figure 6). Claim 21 therefore also corresponds to 
the elected species. 

Applicants therefore respectfully request an Office Action on the merits of the elected 
species including claims 1, 6, 8, 11-15, 21, 31, 37-39, 43 and 50. 
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